








AD: While the Catalyst engine is a new turboprop engine,
it has its roots firmly embedded in other well-established
GE engines like the T700 helicopter engine used in the
Blackhawk and the Apache. Although new to a turboprop
engine, many of the technologies used, like cooled turbine
blades and Full Authority Digital Engine Control (FADEC)
have been used by GE s larger commercial engines, with their
quality proven over billions of flight hours. The engine will
meet the latest certification requirements and we are very
confident this is the right fit for the Beechcraft Denali.

Q: Who is doing the simulators for the aircra and how
is that going?

AD: A Level D Full-Flight Simulator (FFS) will be built by
TRU Simulation + Training and available for flight training
at FlightSafety Textron Aviation Trainings (FSTAT) facility
in Wichita, Kansas.

Q: How hard is it going to be for a pilot that is type
rated on single-engine turboprops to move to a Denali?

AD: One of the bene ts of operating an aircra of this size
(less than 12,500 Ib. MTOW) is that it does not require a type
rating. e Garmin G3000 avionic suite has an architecture
similar to other Garmin suites
like the G1000 which makes
for an easy transition for
anyone moving up into this
class of aircra as they will
likely be very familiar with
Garmin products.

Q: What about the
avionics?

AD: The Garmin G3000
has proven itself to be very

popular on the Citation M2 and CJ3+. Operators familiar
with our strongest competitor in this market consider the
decision to use G3000 to be a big advantage in terms of ease
of operation, reliability, and cost.

Q: Although we are half way through 2022, 2023 still
seems like a long way o . Is there any chance the Denali
will be ready sooner?

AD: Typically, it takes 20-24 months a er rst ight to test
and certify a clean-sheet Part 23 aircra . Of course, with the
Denali, we are not only certifying a clean-sheet airframe, but GE
is also certifying a clean-sheet engine. A lot of customers would
like to see it available sooner, but it will be worth the wait.

Q: Who do you anticipate being the major buyers?
Flight schools? Owners of SMEs? A range of existing
turboprop pilots?

AD: We anticipate the majority of customers to be mainly
private individuals/owner operators. A lot of current single-
engine turboprop operators are looking for a larger, more
comfortable cabin, which is a big plus for the Denali. We also
have had a lot of interest from medevac operators because of
the Denalis cabin size, large door, and high cabin pressure
di erential/low cabin
altitude. A corporate shuttle
interior will also be available.

Q: How do you think it
will stand up against the
likes of Cirrus?

AD: e Denali will
have the largest cabin in the
segment with all the creature
comforts one should expect
for private aviation travel. [Bav
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